CONSTITUTION OF THE CHICKASAW NATION 


PREAMBLE 

Invoking the will andgui dance of Almighty God, we the citizens of the 
Chickasaw Nation, in order to insure equal justice, to enhance and promote 
educational oppcr turii ties' am on g our members, to preserve and enrich our 
tribal heritage and cuIture\to secure to ourselves and our descendants the 
rights and benefits to whic'rnwe are entitled, and otherwise to promote the 
common welfare of the Chickasaw people, do hereby establish and adopt this 
Constitution. 



The name of this body shall be "The Chickasaw Nation." 


ARTICLE H - CITIZENSHIP 

\ 

Section 1 . The Chickasaw Nation shall consist of all Chickasaw Indians by 
blood whose names appear on the final roifs of the Chickasaw Nation 
approved pursuant to Section 2 of the Act of April 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 137) 
and their lineal descendants. \ 

Sec. 2 . The Tribal Council shall have the power to enact ordinances 
governing future citizenship and loss of citizenship irkthe Chickasaw Nation. 

\ 

ARTICLE HI - RIGHTS OF SUFFER A< 

Section 1. All citizens eighteen (18) years of age or oldei shall be deemed 
qualified electors under the authority of this Constitution. 


Sec. 2 . No enrolled member of another tribe or person v 
citizen or member of another tribe shall be eligible to vote. 



votes as a 


ARTICLE IV - BILL OF RIGHTS 


Section 1 . Nothing in this Constitution shall be interpreted in a way' which 
would change the individual rights and privileges the tribal members ha\e as 
citizens of the Chickasaw Nation, the State of Oklahoma, the United States 
of America and guaranteed under the Indian Civil Rights Act. 



Sec. 2 . Ail political power Is inherent in the people, and all free 
governments are founded cn their authority and instituted for their benefit; 
and they have at all times the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish 
their form of government in such a manner as they may think expedient; 
provided, such action is taken pursuant to this Constitution. 

Sec. 3 . No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification for any 
office of public trust in this Nation. 

Sec, Every citizen shall be at liberty to speak, write or publish his 

opinions on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that privilege, and 
no law shall ever be passed curtailing the liberty of speech, or of the press. 

Sec. 5 . The citizens shall have the right, in a peaceable manner, to 
assemble together for their common good and to apply to those vested with 
powers of government, for redress of grievances or other purposes by 
address or remonstrance. 

Sec. 6 . No employee having served in a position at least one (1) year 
shall be removed from employment of the Chickasaw Nation except for 
cause. The employee shall be given a hearing under the rules and procedures 
prescribed by the Tribal Council. 


ARTICLE V - DIVISION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT 

Section 1 . The powers of the government of the Chickasaw Nation shall be 
divided into three (3) distinct departments: Executive, Legislative and 

Judicial. No person, or collection of persons, being one of those depart- 
ments, shall exercise any power properly attached to either of the others. 

Sec. 2 . The officers of the Nation are to include all elective officials 
and members of the Judicial Department. 


ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section I . The supreme executive power of this Nation shall be vested in a 
chief magistrate, who shall be styled "The Governor of the Chickasaw 
Nation." 


Sec. 2 . The Lieutenant Governor shall assist the Governor and perform 
all duties as assigned to him by the Governor. 

Sec. 3 . The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall run as a team 
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and shall be elected for a term of four (4) years and shall serve until their 
successors have been elected and installed. 

Sec. 4 . Any citizen of the Chickasaw Nation who is at least thirty (30) 
years of age and who possess no less than one-quarter (H) degree of 
Chickasaw Indian blood may be eligible for the office of Governor or 
Lieutenant Governor. 

Sec. 5 . The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor must have been 
residents of the State of Oklahoma for two (2) years or more immediately 
preceding any election for which they are candidates and must remain a 
resident of the State of Oklahoma during the tenure of their office. 

Sec. 6 . No person who has been convicted of a felony by a court of 
competent jurisdiction shall be considered eligible for either of these offices 
until he has been pardoned or until five (5) years have passed since 
completion of his sentence. 


ARTICLE VH - PRIVILEGES, DUTIES AND POWERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section 1 . The Governor shall perform all duties appertaining to the office 
of Chief Executive. He shall sign official papers on behalf of the Nation. 

Sec. 2 . The Governor shall have power to establish and appoint commit- 
tees, members and delegates to represent the Chickasaw Nation, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 3 . The Governor shall fix and prescribe salaries and allowances for 
all elected or appointed officials and employees of the Chickasaw Nation, 
with the advice and consent of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 4 . The Governor shall have power to veto any decision of the Tribal 
Council and must be done within five (5) working days after passage; 
provided, the Tribal Council may override the Governor’s veto in accordance 
with Article IX, Section 11. 

Sec. 5 . The Governor shall prepare and submit an annual tribal budget to 
the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 6 . The Lieutenant Governor shall serve in the absence of the 
Governor and when serving shall have all the privileges, duties and powers of 
the Governor. 



4 


ARTICLE Vin - LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section 1 . The legislative authority of the Chickasaw Nation shall be vested 
in the Tribal Council. 


Sec. 2 . Members of the Tribal Council must be citizens of the Nation 
and have been residents of the State of Oklahoma for one (1) year and of 
their respective districts for six (6) months immediately preceding the 
election. They must remain residents of their elected district during the 
tenure of their office. They must be eighteen (18) years of age or older to 
serve as a member of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 3 . The Tribal Council shall consist of nine (9) members: one (1) to 
be elected from each of the following six (6) districts. District seven (7) 
shall include three (3) at-large members living outside the boundaries of 
districts one (1) through six (6). The three (3) at-large members shall be 
elected by voters of the Chickasaw Nation living outside the boundaries of 
districts one (1) through six (6). 


County 


Tribal 

District Council Members 


Pontotoc County 1 

Johnston County 2 

Carter County 3 

Garvin, Grady 3c McClain Counties 4 

Murray 3c Stephens Counties 5 

Jefferson, Love 3c Marshall Counties 6 

All Area Outside the Boundaries of 7 

the Above 1 1 Counties 


1 

1 

1 


1 

3 


Sec. Tne Tribal Council shall have the responsibility for reapportion- 

ment based on population when necessary. 


Sec. 5 . Members of the Tribal Council shall be elected for three (3) 
years; provided, that the first term, the members shall have staggered 
terms. Three (3) shall serve three (3) years; three (3) shall serve two (2) 
years; and three (3) shall serve one (1) year. Members who shall serve one 
(1)- and two (2>-vear terms shall be determined by the Tribal Council; 
provided, that if a tie vote occurs in the initial election, the flip of a coin 
will determine the winner. 
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ARTICLE IX - PRIVILEGES, DUTIES AND POWERS OF LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Section 1, The Tribal Council, at its first regular session each year, shall 
organize and elect officers from its membership. Officers to be elected are 
a Chairperson and a Secretary. A Recording Secretary and a Sergeant-At- 
Arms (non-members of the Tribal Council) shall be appointed by the 
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 2. The Chairperson shall preside over all meetings of the Tribal 
Council. 

Sec. 3 . ‘ The Secretary of the Tribal Council shall maintain all records 
and enactments of the Tribal Council. They shall be kept on file in the 
Chickasaw Nation Headquarters, Ada, Oklahoma, and be available for 
inspection by tribal members during normal office hours. All such records 
and enactments shall be the property of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Sec. 4 . The Tribal Council shall enact rules and regulations pertaining to 
the Chickasaw Nation. 

Sec. 5 . The Tribal Council shall prescribe procedures and regulations for 
voter registration. 

Sec. 6. The Tribal Council shall prescribe election procedures and 
regulations for tribal elections. 

Sec. 7 . The Tribal Council shall make decisions pertaining to the acqui- 
sition, leasing, disposition and management of tribal property, subject to 
Federal, State and local rules and regulations. 

Sec. 8 . The Tribal Council shall sit as a court In all cases of impeach- 
ment. 

Sec. 9 . The Tribal Council shall be responsible for approving the annual 
tribal budget and expenditures cf tribal funds. 

Sec. 10 . No rule or regulation shall be implemented unless approved by 
five (5) members of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 11 . The Tribal Council shall have power to override the Governor's 
veto of any of its actions by six (6) members voting in favor of overriding 
the veto. 
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ARTICLE X - SESSIONS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Section 1. Regular sessions of the Tribal Council shall be held on the third 
Friday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at the Chickasaw Nation Headquarters, 
Ada, Oklahoma, unless and until otherwise provided by the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 2. Six (6) members must be present to constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 3 . The Governor may call a special session of the Council at any 
time he deems necessary by notifying each member, by the most expedient 
way, twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the meeting and shall call a 
special session upon receipt of a letter signed by at least six (6) members of 
the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 4 . All regular and special sessions shall be open to the citizens of 
the Nation. 


Sec. 5 . Roil call votes shall be recorded, showing how each member of 
the Tribal Council voted. 

Sec. 6 . Robert's Rules of Order shall be followed in conducting Tribal 
Council business unless in conflict with this Constitution. 


ARTICLE XI - ORDER OF BUSINESS 


The order of business at any regular or special session of the Tribal Council 
shall be as follows; provided, this order of business may be suspended by the 
Tribal Council for any meeting: 

1. 

Call to order 

2. 

Roll call and prayer 

3. 

Reading of minutes of last session 

4. 

Unfinished business 

5. 

Reports of committees 

6. 

New business (comments from citizens) 

7. 

Prayer and adjournment 



ARTICLE XH- INITIATIVE PETITION 


Section 1 . Upon submission to the Judicial Department of a valid petition, 
outlining the proposed measure, and signed by at least thirty percent (30%) 
of the registered voters of the Chickasaw Nation, it shed! be the duty of the- 
Tribal Council, within sixty (60) days, to submit the proposition to a vote of 
the electorate. 

Sec. 2 . The election shall be conducted pursuant to rules and procedures 
prescribed by the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 3 . Passage of the proposition shall require a majority of votes cast, 
provided fifty’ percent (50%) or more of the registered voters cast ballots. 


ARTICLE Xm - JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. The judicial authority of the Chickasaw Nation shall be vested in 
a Tribal Court which shall consist of a three (3)-member court apointed by 
the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 2 . Members of the Judicial Department must be qualified electors 
and citizens of the Chickasaw Nation and residents of the State of 
Oklahoma and must remain residents of the State of Oklahoma during the 
tenure of their office. 

Sec. 3 . Tribal Court members shall be appointed for a term of three (3) 
years; provided, that the initial appointments be one (1), two (2) and three 
(3) years. 

Sec. 4 . Judges shall not be subject to removal except as provided in 
Article XVI, Section 1. 


ARTICLE XIV - PRIVILEGES, DUTIES AND POWER OF JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

Section 1 . The Tribal Court shall have jurisdiction to decide disputes, by 
vote of two (2) members, arising under any provision of this Constitution or 
any ruie or regulation enacted by the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 2 . Rules of procedure for the Tribal Court shall be prescribed by 
the Tribal Council and snail insure the citizen receives due process of law 
and a prompt and speedy decision. 

Sec. 3. The decision of the Tribal Court shall be final. 
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ARTICLE XV - FILLING VACANCIES 

Section 1 . In case of the death, resignation, or removal of the Governor, 
the Lieutenant Governor shall Immediately become Governor for the re- 
mainder of the unexpired term. The Chairperson of the Tribal Council shall 
immediately succeed to the office of Lieutenant Governor for the unexpired 
term. The Tribal Council shall elect a member of the Council to serve the 
unexpired term of the Chairperson. 

Sec. 2. The Governor shall have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Tribal Council, to fill vacancies occurring in the Tribal 
Council and shall submit a name within sixty (60) days. 


ARTICLE XVI - REMOVAL OF OFFICIALS 
Section 1. Impeachment 

(a) Any elected or appointed official shall be subject to 
impeachment for willful neglect of duty, corruption in office, 
habitual drunkeness, incompetency, becoming incapable of per- 
forming his duties or any offense involving moral turpitude while 
in office. 

(b) Upon submission to the Oudicial Department of a v al id 
petition, stating the cause for action, and signed by not less than 
thirty percent (30%) of the registered voters residing within the 
district or area from which the official was elected, it shall be 
the duty of the Tribal Court to determine the validity of the 
charges and file formal impeachment charges. 

(c) The official against whom charges may be preferred shall 
be entitled to a hearing by the Tribal Council, under the rules 
and procedures prescribed by the Tribal Council. 

(d) Tie official against whom articles of impeachment are 
preferred shall be suspended from the exercise of duties of his 
office during the pendancy' of his impeachment. 

(e) The Tribal Court shall appoint a prosecutor to present the 
charges before the Tribal Council. Such a prosecutor shall be a 
citizen of the Nation and shall not be employed or hold office in 
the Nation. 

(f) The Tribal Council shall sit as a court of impeachment and 
their decision shall be final. 



(g) The Tribal Council shall prescribe such rules and proce- 
dures that are necessary to carry into effect the provisions of 
this Article. 

(h) Six (6) votes shall be required to impeach the official. 

(i) Judgment in cases of impeachment shall extend not only to 
removal from office but also to disqualification from holding any 
office of honor, trust or profit under this Nation. 

Sec. 2. Recall 

(a) Upon submission to the Judicial Department of a valid 
petition, stating the cause for action, and signed by not less than 
thirty percent (30%) of the registered voters residing within the 
district or area from which the official was elected, it shall be 
the duty of the Tribal Council to call and conduct, within sixty 
(60) days, a recall election. 

(b) The election shall be conducted pursuant to rules and 
procedures prescribed by the Tribal Council. 

(c) Removal from office shall require a majority of votes cast; 
provided, fifty percent (50%) or more of the eligible registered 
voters cast ballots. 

(d) Only one (1) official shall be subject to recall at any given 
recall election. 

(e) Any official shall be subject to the recall provision only 
one (1) time during his term of office. 

ARTICLE XVH - OATH OF OFFICE 

All elected or appointed officials shall take the following oath: 

I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I will support, obey and defend the Constiuttion of the 
Chickasaw .Nation, the State of Oklahoma, and the United States 
of America and will discharge the duties of my office with 
fidelity. 

I further swear (or affirm) that I will devote my best efforts 
toward the preservation of the heritage and tradition of the 



Chickasaw Nation In order that all mankind may better under- 
stand, evaluate, and appreciate the history of its glorious past 
and enjoy its brilliant future, so help me God. 
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ARTICLE XVffl - AMENDMENT 

Section 1 . The Tribal Council, by a vote of six (6) affirmative votes, may 
propose an amendment to this Constitution. 

Sec. 2 . Upon the receipt of a valid petition signed by not less than thirty 
percent (30%) of the registered voters of the Chickasaw Nation, the 
proposed amendment shall be submitted to a vote of the electorate. 

Sec. 3 . An amendment to this Constitution shall require a majority of 
votes cast in an election called for that purpose by the Governor, pursuant 
to rules and procedures as prescribed by the Tribal Council. 

Sec. 4 . An amendment to this Constitution shall require the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 


ARTICLE XIX - EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Constitution shall become effective the thirty-first (31st) day after 
ratification by the people or on the date as approved by law. 


GENERAL PROVISION 

Pursuant to this Constitution, the initial election of the Governor, Lieute- 
nant Governor and members to the Tribal Council shall occur within 120 
days from the date of its final approvai, on a date to be_announced by the 
Governor. The Secretary of the interior shall approve rules and procedures 
developed by a tribal committee appointed by the Governor to conduct the 
first election. 



APPROVAL 


/s/ LaFolleite Butler 

I, , Acting Deputy 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, pursuant to the authority vested in me hereby 
approve the Constitution of the Chickasaw Nation; provided, that nothing in this 
approval shall be construed as authorizing any action under the constitution that 
would be contrary to Federal Law. 

/s/ LaFotlette Butler 


Acting Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


Washington, D. C. 

n,,.. »SS!379 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DARIAS CRAVATT , et al . , 

Plaintiffs 

v. 

CECIL D. ANDRUS, et al. 

Defendants 

NOEL MORRIS , et al . , 

, . Plaintiffs 

v. 

CECIL D. ANDRUS, et al. 

Defendants 


JOINT REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE REFERENDUM 
- ’ ON THE PROPOSED CHICKASAU CONSTITUTION 

The parties respectively show to the Court that the count 
of the ballots cast in the referendum on the proposed Chickasaw 
Constitution was conducted as ordered by the Court. 

The count commenced on February 8, 1979. It was concluded 
on February 9, 1979. 

Initially, Fifteen Hundred and Thirty- Two outer envelopes 
were counted. Of that number Thirty-Seven did not have signatures 
on the outer envelope and were not considered to be valid ballots 
for there was no way that it could be ascertained whether the perse 
casting the ballot was a duly registered voter. 

Fifty-Two ballots were cast by persons who were not duly 
registered voters. 

On Twenty-Nine ballots the signature on the outer envelope did 
not match the signature on the voter registration form. 

Seventeen ballots were returned in only the outer envelopes 
Which destroyed their secrecy and they were, therefore, not counted 
With the valid ballots. 


CIVIL ACTION NO. 77-1664 


CIVIL ACTION NO. 77-1667 


One ballot was not counted because of a questionable post mark 
on the outer envelope and because the outer envelope had been 
apparently opened and then closed by stapling. 

One outer envelope had a questionable, post mark (January 3, 19/9) 
and was not counted.'. 

One ballot was not counted because the voter did not sign his 
'registration form and no comparison could be made with the signature 
on the outer envelope. 

;One outer envelope contained two ballots and the signature on the 
outer envelope did not compare with the signature on the registration 
form. 

One voter returned two inner envelopes with no ballot which was 
not counted. 

One voter returned an inner envelope with two ballots and they 
were not counted. 

There is a discrepancy of Twenty-Seven votes,. We cannot account 
for that discrepancy. But we suggest to the Court, that the discrepancy 
would not affect the outcome of the vote. 

On one ballot the voter did not vote either Yes or No. 

Accordingly, Fourteen Hundred and Fifteen ballots were counted. 

Of those ballots counted, Twelve Hundred and Ninety -Nine voted YES 
and One Hundred Sixteen voted N0 as to the proposed Chickasaw 
Constitution. 

All of the ballots and envelopes and the voter registration 
forms were preserved and returned to the custody of the Court Clerk. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f Lon rile 

Attorney for Defendant, Overton 
James 

Kile, Rabon and Pullin 

P.0. Box 726 

Hugo, Oklahoma 74743 

Michael Yaroschuk 

1000 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 1100 

Washington, D.C. 20036 




METER l. .... 

Special Assistant United States 
Attorney 

Attorney for the Federal Defendants 
U.S, Courthouse - Room 3220-A 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 633-4939 



Roger Jtfinzel 

. Att^sjmey for Plaintiffs 
715 8th Street, S.E. 
Suite 2 

Washington, D.C. 20002 
(202) 544-2125 






